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before they had the plough, were in contact with areas in
which the plough had long been known. In addition to the
plough itself, the introduction of corn, iron, and domestic
cattle must be taken into account. The distribution of the
types of plough, together with the other artefacts associated
with these types, makes the independent invention of the
plough in these countries at least improbable. The relevant
facts are given by Leser (op. cit., pp. 531-69) and may be
summarized as follows.
In the simplest form of plough, the plough itself consists
of a curved piece of wood with a point at one end and a
handle or pair of handles at the other.  More or less at
right angles to the handle is fixed a straight beam, by means
of which the plough is drawn (Fig. i). Ploughs of this type,
though varying in the details of their construction, are still
found sporadically over the whole area of the plough, from
Sweden to India, and from Morocco to Japan.   Its antiquity
is shown by its appearance in the Old Kingdom of Egypt,
about 3000 b.c.   Throughout the greater part of the area
mentioned above it has been superseded by improved forms,
but it is still used in many of the remoter and less civilized
parts of Europe, Asia, and North Africa.  Wherever found,
it is associated with other archaic traits, such as the practice
of taking the plough to the fields on a sledge.  This practice
was followed in Ancient Egypt, and is still followed in parts
of Germany, China, and Siam. Then there is the draw-well
with counterpoise, familiar in modern Egypt as the shaduf.
This wasTused in Ancient Egypt, Babylon, China, Greece,
and Rome.  To-day it is found in India and many parts of
Europe, often in association with the simple plough.  The
harrow, however, is unknown in association with the simple
plough, the users of which break up the clods with a hoe or
rammer.  Tools used for this purpose are found in France,
the Tyrol, Sicily, Central Asia, India, Tibet, and BaH
In Ancient Egypt the corn was usually trodden out by

